Providers:  

We need your help!  As you know, adult education is faced with a three million dollar statewide funding cut, which threatens a reduction in services.  It is imperative that our elected officials hear the voice of those adults that will be directly impacted.    Thus, we are kicking off a student postcard campaign to send to our legislators.  Below, you will find a sample lesson plan in which the students can put together a personal message for the campaign.   As a reminder, postcards should be mailed (using your own stamps) no later than Friday, February 15th.  As always, thank you for your continued support and cooperation.

Writing a Message to Your Legislator

(A correspondence lesson plan for the adult learner)

Sample included

1.  In a small group or one-on-one, discuss the costs, benefits, and importance of adult education.  Sample questions might be:

· “How has participating in adult education helped you?”

· “How has being an adult ed student changed you life?”

· “What do you expect your life to be like after attending GED or ESL classes?”

2.  Lead the discussion to address how legislators by law must make decisions concerning the state’s budget. Sample discussion questions could be:

· “Do you think it’s okay to make cuts in education?”

· “In your opinion, what areas of the budget should get top priority when receiving funding?”

· “How would it affect you personally if the cuts in education result in a reduction of adult ed services?”

3.  Next, discuss with students how they can make a difference in legislation by letting their voices be heard.  One way of being heard is through writing a message to the students’ legislators.  

4.  Have students brainstorm how adult ed classes have had an effect on them or other family members.  Make a list of their ideas and experiences, then share and discuss with others in the class.
5.  Demonstrate for the students how to write a simple message using the basic, three-part format, that includes an opening, middle, and closing.  Show students the sample message that is enclosed with this lesson plan. 

· Opening:
Introduction, using a positive tone

· Middle:
Personalize the importance of the adult ed experience

· Closing:
Ask the legislator to support adult ed and please vote for equal funding
6. Work with students on the messages using the writing process, following through with editing and making revisions.  Once messages are ready to be sent, demonstrate how to properly address postcards, and refer to www.lrc.ky.gov to locate the appropriate addresses of the legislators.  Also, please include the following key decision makers along with your specific legislators:
· David Williams
· Jody Richards

· Harry Moberly

· Rocky Adkins

· Robin Webb

· Frank Rasche

· Larry Clark
REMINDER:  POSTCARDS MUST BE MAILED USING STAMPS RATHER THAN THE              

                         POSTAGE MACHINE FROM YOUR PROGRAM!
7. Encourage students to save copies of all correspondence.  As documentation, please make copies of all student postcards and forward them to: 

Louise Summers
Email:  louise.summers@montgomery.kyschools.us
Phone:  (859) 497-8784

Sample Message:
February 10, 2008
Dear Representative (Name),

We live in the same county and you are my representative.  I appreciate what you have done for my family and me by supporting adult education.  I have been working on my GED and can now be a real role model for my kids.  I hope that you will think about the people who might not get the same chance in life that I did if funds are cut.  We need adult education classes.  Cutting them will only hurt those who want to get ahead.  I hope you will consider voting no on any cuts on education, but especially adult education.  Everyone deserves the chance for a better future.
Sincerely,

Student’s name
